246  FRANCE UNDER THE REPUBLIC

there are many religions. But all men recognise but
one standard of morality, prescribed by conscience and
founded upon human dignity.1

DUTIES TOWABD  GOD

God has wished man to be the most perfect being
in all creation. He has given him an intelligence with
which to acquire knowledge, a soul to love, and a
conscience to guide him. For these benefits we owe
him our love and gratitude. We will honour his name
which we must never pronounce lightly, and we will follow
the wise laws which his will dictates. In religion, as in
all else, we will follow the advice of our parents until we
are of age.2

DUTIES TOWARD  GOD

It is thus seen that our actions are either deserving or
undeserving.

The greater a man's merit from a moral point of view,
the greater his virtue.

But in spite of his efforts, man cannot attain absolute
perfection.

This absolute perfection in which we believe is God.

The existence of God is revealed to us in the splendours
of the universe.

We fulfil our duties toward God when we practise
virtue; let us strive continually to perfect ourselves in
that which is good.

We have a sense of love, gratitude, and admiration for
God. This may be called inner worship.

1 Jtdes Bailly and Constant Dodey, La morale pratique de I'ecolier,
pp. 136-137.

3 Jules Bailly and Constant Dodey, La morale pratique de I'ecolier,
pp. 138-139.